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FLY OF THE MONTH

MOSQUITO

Hook: Mustad 94840, TMC 100 sizes 14 – 18
Thread: Black 3/0 mono-cord
Tail: Grizzly hackle fibers
Ribbing: White moose mane, white mono-cord thread or white

wild boar fibers or anything that will show up white
over the black body

Body: Black tying thread
Wing: Grizzly hackle feathers tied wonder wing style
Hackle: Grizzly dry fly hackle

1.  Wrap the hook shank from 1/3 point to hook bend with the tying thread. Tie on the tail
which is fibers from a large grizzly feather.  Should be same length as hook shank.

2.  Select two large grizzly feathers.  Trim the fuzz from the base of the feathers. Place the
two feathers together with the concave side facing out.  The feathers should be opposing
each other. Hold the two feathers between the thumb and index finger and strip the fibers
back forming the wings which should be 2/3 shank length. Tie the wings on top of hook shank
with a soft loop.  Pull the wings forward to the proper length. Then secure the wings with
several thread wraps. Stand up the wings with several thread wraps in front of the wings.

3.  Move thread to the bend of the hook and then tie in the moose hair rib. After tying in the
rib form a small body using the tying thread. After forming the body bring the ribbing for-
ward to just behind the wings. Wrap carefully, leaving an equal space of black thread show-
ing between each wrap of moose mane.  Put a coat of head cement on the completed body.

4.  Select a grizzly hackle (I use saddle hackle) and make two or three turns behind the wings
and two or three in front of the wings.

5.  Form a neat thread head, whip finish, and cement.

The “wonder wing” was used in a previous Fly of the Month – “The Muddle May” – this wing can
be used on a number of flies calling for hackle tip wings.  I use this wing technique because I
think it makes great looking wings. (I also don’t do hackle tip wings very well)

Fish seldom, if ever, eat adult mosquitoes.  I think this fly generally resembles fluttering cad-
dis or mayflies.  Regardless what the fish take it for it works and you should try it when fishing
a Baetis mayfly hatch.

Note:  If anyone has a fly they would like to see in this section please contact me and I would
be very glad to help you put it together.  If you have any suggestions to improve the FLY OF
THE MONTH  I would certainly like to hear from you – 

Tom Smith


