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ONE FEATHER DAMSEL

Hook: Tiemco 200r Size #8 - #12
Thread: 6/0 Olive
Tail: Olive Chickabou Feather
Body: The Same Chickabou Feather
Ribbing: Olive Tying Thread
Eyes: Bead Chain Eyes - Black Or Dark Mono Eyes
Head: Olive Dubbing

1. Tie on the thread just behind the hook eye and advance it forward to the point where it hangs even with the barb
of the hook.  This means that on this hook the thread wrap will end part way into the bend of the hook.

2. Select an olive chickabou feather and stroke the feather to bring the fibers under control.  Measure the tail,
about 1/2 the shank length, and tie on the feather on top of the hook with the tip end protruding over and beyond
the bend of the hook.

3. Spiral wrap the thread forward to the eye of the hook as if you were wrapping a ribbing.  As you are wrapping
forward you are tying down the feather on top of the hook shank.  The thread will push the feather in front of it.
The end result is the body and the ribbing.  Do not cut off the excess feather.

4. Tie on the eyes just behind the hook eye.  Apply a small amount of dubbing to the thread and figure eight the
dubbed thread around the eyes. Leave the thread hanging behind the eyes.

5. Pull the excess feather back over the eyes as you would a wing casing and tie it down.  Whip finish behind the
eyes and trim the excess.

I happen to fish probably 85% of the time in still water so I’m partial to still water patterns such as the Damsel
Nymph patterns.  This is a very simple pattern, which was developed by Gretchen Beatty.  Gretchen is a commercial
tier and co-owns B-T Fly-Fishing Products with her husband Al Beatty.

The “Angora Damsel” which was a Fly of the Month some months ago is my all time favorite damsel pattern.  I have
had many good days fishing the “Angora Damsel.” If you haven’t tried it you should.

The Fly of the Month section of Finny Facts is in need of some new ideas.  Maybe you would like to have your
“favorite fly” featured.  I would like to help you put it together.  Talk to me about it.

Tom Smith
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